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41ST CONGRESS, } 
3d Session. 




CLAIM OF NORTHWEST FUR COMP ANY. 
LETTER 
FROM 
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, 
IN RELATION TO 
The claim, of the Northwest Fur Company for subsistence furnished by them 
for the Indians of the Fort Berthold Indian agency. 
l!'EBRUAR.Y 7, l8il.-Rcforred to the Committee on Indian Aftairs and ordered to bo 
· · printed. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
. Washington, D. C., February 7, 1871. 
SIR: The accompanying copy of the report of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, dated the 6th instant, together with one copy of the 
papers therein referred to, in relation to the claim of the Northwest Fur 
Company for subsistence furnished by them for the Indians of the Fort 
Berthold Indian agency, are respectfully submitted for such action as 
Congress may deem proper to take in the case. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. C. DELANO, 
Secretary. 
Hon. SA.MES G. BLAINE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. O., .February 6, 1871. 
SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith duplicate copies of an ac-
count in favor of the Northwest Fur Company for subsistence furnislrnd 
b:y them for the Indians of the Fort Berthold Indian agency during, the 
winte~ of 1865-'66; a~so co:pies of an_ affidavit from M. Wilkinson, at 
that time agent for said Indians, showmg under what circumstances the 
subsistence was furnished. 
The amount of this account is $12,243 61, and I have to say that this 
office has no knowledge of the facts and circumstances in the case 
except as is shown by the accompanying papers. ' 
I have no reason to doubt the correctness of the account but as there 
are no funds at the disposal of the Department that can b~ used to pay 
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the same, I respectfully recommend that the papers in the case be laid 
before Congress for such action as that body m~y deem proper. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. S. PARKER, Commissioner. 
Hon. 0. DELANO, 
Secretary of the Interior. 
United States to Jforthwestern Ftti· Company, 
March, 1866. 
To 80 sacks corn, at $10 per sack ...........•............ -. - - - . - - . - -- - - - -
To 30 pounds tea, at $3 per pound ......................... - - - . - - . - - - - - -
To 120 pounds powder, at $1 50 per pound ............................. . 
To 800 pounds dried meat, at 25 cents per pound .... , ........... -.. - - - - - • 
'l'o 3,800 ponuds bacon, at 31 cents per pound ......................... - -
To 45 barrels corned beef, at $60 per barrel ............................. -
To 8 barrels pickled pork, at $56 per barrel. ................ .... -....... - -
'l'o 420 pounds rice, at 26 cents per pound ............. ................. . 
To 225 ponnds salt, at 10 cents per pound ............................. - -
To 320 pounds lard, at 33 cents per pound .. . ......... ................. . 
To 2,900 pounds sugar, at 39 cents per pound .................•.......... 
To 12 barrels bard-bread, (1,056 ponnds,) at 18 cents per ponn<l. ........ ~. 
To 8,500 W. P. caps, at $2 75 per 1,000 ............ · .... -................. . 
To 400 pounds ball and buckshot, at 29 cents per pound ................ . 
To 275 sacks flour, at $15 per sack .....•................................ 
To 460 pounds coffee, at 48 cents per pound ............................ . 
'l'o 420 pounds hominy, at 26 cents per pound .......................... . 
To 60 gallons molasses, at $2 75 cents per gallon ....................... . 
To 18 pounds saleratus, at 22 cents per pound .......................... . 






1, 178 00 
2,700 00 














Total .......................... ... _ ........ , .............. __ . . . . 12, 575 18½ 
I certify on honor that the above claim is correct and just, and the supplies were 
nece:sary to pr vent starvation among the Indians comprising my agency, and that 
I had no money in my hands applicable to the payment of the same. 
M. WILKINSON, 
• DI TRICT OF C0Lu:1rnr,(; County of Wa.shington, s8: 
Unitecl States Agent. 
In the matt r of claim for supplies of the Northwest Fnr Company, of Chicago, county 
of Cook, , tate of Illinois, personally came before me, a justice of the peace in and for 
aforesai(l county,~- '\Yilkin .. on, of Henry County, of Mount Pleasant,_ State of Iowa, 
• who, I hereby certify, 1s a rei:;pectable and credible person, aud who, berng duly sworn, 
cl cla1·e , in relation to the aforesaitl claim, as follows: that early in the winter of 1865 
mid 1 66 tho Indians comprising my agency, stationed at Fort Berthold, started out on 
a bunt up the Yellowstone; on their arrival at Fort Union, beincr in a destitute and 
tarving condition, the orthwest Fur Company, with my sanction, provided them 
with u~plies to _continue the hunt. They were absent some thr~e or four mont~s in 
que. t of game without any success, as they were continually harassed by the Sioux. 
\ hen th yr turned to :E ort Union, about the 1st of April, many had already perished 
from tarvation, and their condition was lamentable. To prevent deaths by the hun-
dr~d, h orthwe_ t Fn~ Company again, with my approval, provided them with SUJ?· 
1111 .. a_nd the Inchan , m council, requested that the amouut be withheld from thell' 
annmt1 , ; but a. th y are very mall, it has been impossible to do it. . 
H fur h rd clar . that ho has no int re tin said claim, and is not concerned in its 
pro tcntion. 
:'IL WILKINSON. 
bruary, 1 1. 
J HJ. H. JOH O , 
Ju~tice of the Peace. 
